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The purpose of U-Multirank 

U-Multirank is a transparency tool  
 
ümaking the diversity in higher education visible by including 

institutions with different missions and profiles: multiple excellences, 
 
ücomparing like-with-like by offering an interactive mapping tool, 
 
üproviding benchmarking information to higher education institutions 

(Č presentation by CESAER), 
 
ühelping students to make an informed choices, 
 
üAnd, at the same time, overcoming the methodological shortcomings 

of global rankings 
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What is different in U-Multirank? 

No composite score,  
no weights on indicators 

Multi-dimensional 
ranking 

No league table 
Ranking into 5 

categories 

No limitation on 
international research 

universities 
Diversity off HEIs 

No overemphasis on 
institutional data 

Comprehensive subject 
rankings 
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What others say 

Andreas Schleicher, Director Education and Skills and Special Advisor on Education 
Policy at the OECD, 
 

ά²ƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ-of-its-kind multi-dimensional approach to comparing 
institutional performance, U-Multirank is now  putting students 
and the public into the ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ of determining which 
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΦέ 
 

Fernando M. Galán, Vice-Chairperson of the European Students Union (ESU) 
 

ά¦-Multirank will be an extremely useful tool for 
students all over the world, being the first global 

ranking that includes in a serious manner the 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴΦέ 
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universities are included  > 1,300 

of these universities have provided comprehensive data > 780 

faculties/departments are included in the 13 subject rankings   > 3,000 

study programmes within these faculties are included > 9,700 

students completed the student satisfaction survey  100,000 

The scope of U-Multirank 2016 

> 90 Countries represented 
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Multi-dimensional ranking  
covering five dimensions 
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Different data sources provide  
a multi-perspective view 
 
Self-reported 
institutional data 
 

Students-survey-data 
 
 

Bibliometric data 
 
 

Patent data 
 
 

ü Institutional and subject level 
üData on staff, students, graduales, revenues, 

international and regional orientation 

üSubject rankings only 
üSample of up to 500 students per subject 

and institution 
üAssessment of their learning-experience 

üBased on Thomson Reuters data base 
ü Introduction of innovative indicators: co-

publications with industry; citations cited in 
patents 

ü Institutional ranking 
üTechnology related subjects 
üPatents awarded and co-patents with industry 
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Data quality has highest priority 
 

Stakeholder 
orientation 

 

Inbuilt quality 
checks in data 

collection 

Feedback loops with 
institutions 

 

Data verification 
and validation 

 

üConsultation with stakeholders on indicators and 
definitions & delineation of subjects 

ü Intense cooperation with CESAER 

üAfter first submission of data, data are checked by UMR 
üDirect questions and comments in the questionnaire 
üSecond period of data correction and delivery 

üManual checks of questionnaires 
üStatistical checks: plausibility, consistency,  outliers 
üComparison over time 

üQuestionnaires include 150+ in-built automated 
checks for consistency and plausibility 

üDirect feedback to institutions 
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The U-Multirank web tool 
 

Since March 2016: Mobile version & App 

http://www.umultirank.org/
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The U-Multirank web tool 
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