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Dialogue 

with Society

policy engagement –

industry – citizen 

Global Challenges

Solutions

climate & biodiversity – energy

& resources – space & mobility

– security & development

Responsible digital

Transformations

big data & AI – quantum technologies –

cyber-physical systems – information 

security & resilience 
Health & Wellbeing

predictive medicine & treatment               

– physical & mental health –

rehabilitation & life style 
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Five Impact Areas of ETH Zurich 

The Fundamentals

basic research – education

– organisation



ETH Zurich in figures – students 
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Success and growth as challenge
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ETH’s role as a university of technology and natural 
sciences: «Paving the way in a complex world.»
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Next generation of critical and 

creative thinkers

Knowledge and technologies for 

the future

Finding answers to the questions 

of our time with our partners



The university’s trifold mission at ETH Zürich

Education

• Future leaders

• Problem solving

• Interdisciplinarity

• Committment to Lifelong Learning

Research

• Fundamental research

• «Big» topics & global challenges:

• Sustainability

• Security and development

• Digital transformation

Transfer of knowledge & technology

• ETH Graduates

• Cooperation

• Start-ups / Spin-offs

• Science for policy

• Continuing Education

24.09.2022 6



National mission within global interdependencies
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Legally defined

mission

Partner to 

Society and Economy

Science for policy

International network 

and scientific community

Public expecations

Global challenges and 

development goals



Success factors under pressure
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OpennessAutonomyEuropean Values
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9000 research contacts worldwide –
still Europe’s “Sorgenkind”

Source: International Knowledge Base, ETH Zurich (2020 data)

Universities and Research Institutes

Industry Partners

North America

2062 122

Europe

5132 543

Latin America

176 1

Africa

162 3

Oceania

196 5

Asia

877 48
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 Since 06.2021: CH and GB treated as non-

associated third countries in the EU-FRP 

(Horizon Europe, Digital Europe, ITER) lose-

lose situation for CH, GB & Europe

 02.2022: Campaign launched for full 

association of CH & GB

 Broad support in business and the scientific 

community



Positioning of ETH Zürich
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