
Robert-Jan Smits, President of the Eindhoven University of Technology

It’s all about Impact !



TU/e at a glance
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TU/e: Born out of industry

3

London 1944, Prof. Jan de Quay:

• Netherlands needs a second Polytechnic.

• Engineers are the driving force for Dutch 
economy

Industry needs (DAF, Shell, Philips)

Eindhoven 1956:  Polytechnic founded
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TU/e: #1 University – Industry science cooperation

2017: THES ranking Industry Impact 2019: CWTS ranking Co-authorship Industry

The Power of Regional Innovation Ecosystems - The Brainport Experience4



A Vibrant High Tech Sector – Brainport Eindhoven
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TU/e Impact

• Students and graduates

• Knowledge generation and transfer

• Start-ups and spin-off’s

• Scientific support to policy making

• Science communication

• Teachers at high schools and academic institutions

• A vibrant city
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Student Teams – challenged based learning
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TU/e Student Team Solar
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TU/e student team World Champion Robotics Football!



TU/e winner of the Triple E Award - challenged based 
learning
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Knowledge generation and transfer: 
4 Cross Disciplinary Research Institutes
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Knowledge generation and transfer: 3D Printed Houses
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TU/e startups and Spin-offs
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Prodrive Technologies Lightyear
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Scientific Support to Policy Making
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Prof. Bert Blocken

Spread of aerosols
in relation to
transmission of 
Corona-virus
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Scientific support to policy making
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THE IPCC AND THE MITIGATION 
OF CLIMATE CHANGE REPORT

The goal of the Paris climate agreement - to limit 
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius - will be out 
of sight unless countries collectively show more 
ambition and take immediate action. This is the 
view of Heleen de Coninck and four other Dutch 
climate experts 
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Challenges

• Sustainability

• Student well-being

• Diversity – gender equality

• Knowledge security

• Staff shortages

• Student housing

• Open Science

• Growth-scale jump
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Thank you for your attention.
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