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Digital transition is existential for Europe 

We are at risk of losing our values, our 
knowledge, our jobs, our sovereignty

Agree / Disagree?
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A matter of sovereignty
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Sovereignty at stake
Is our sovereignty really eroding and being undermined?
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Source: ENISA
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Power of Private Sector
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Source: Nur Ahmed, Muntasir Wahed, Neil C. Thompson,
The growing influence of industry in AI research, Science VOL 379 ISSUE 6635, 2023



European and International Patents
Rise of China
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European 
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AI publications
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Source: AI Index Report Stanford, 2023



Taking the lead in knowledge and innovation
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Source: MIT, 19.12.2018

Alex Younger FT, September 15 2023

https://www.ft.com/stream/6d4a5fe8-c029-3729-8254-afa06603bb13


Sovereignty is at stake

• Erosion and undermining of our sovereignty is real

• Defending sovereignty – a role for European universities?

Option 1: Science is global – collaborate on global common goods

Option 2: In friends we trust – strategic partnering with the likeminded

Option 3: Put sovereignty on our risk of lists - risk management

We need capabilities, capacities, control: strategic autonomy
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Strategic autonomy
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Sources: Timmers (2019)



Is Europe fighting back?
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Strategic autonomy in EU digital policies
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Sources: Timmers (2019)
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EU rising in supercomputing
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Is EU’s DESI helpful?
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Source: EC



Strategic autonomy in European S&T
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Sources: Timmers (2019)



EU begins defending our sovereignty

• Erosion of our strategic autonomy is real, EU sovereignty is at risk

• EU in defense of sovereignty: 

• Faster and more EU-level decisions: COVID, Defense, Digital, …

• More strategic partnerships and new partners, India, Global Gateway, …

• Increased defense spending

• Some integrated sovereignty policy such as Chips Act (R&D + industrial)

• New term: economic security

• But … still far behind and falling behind in AI, automotive, skills, defense, …

19



Are Europe’s universities defending our 
sovereignty?

• Science is global – collaborate on global common goods

• Align research and values, e.g., AI architectures for people, peace, planet

• In friends we trust – strategic partnering with the likeminded

• Responsible and accountable engagement with partners

• Put sovereignty on our list of risks:

• Educate our young generation on the value of ‘what belongs to us’

• Study and model risks for our values, knowledge, jobs, autonomy

• Research policy-making that is multi-perspective and 10-30 years ahead
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Thank you!

Credits: David Sipress, https://www.davidsipress.com/cartoons; McNamee, New Yorker, 2017

https://www.davidsipress.com/cartoons

